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BICKLEY WARD PROGRESS AND RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION — TRAIN STATIONS 

Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [9.44 pm]: I rise tonight to tell the house about an open meeting 
of the Bickley Ward Progress and Ratepayers Association that I attended on Monday night. I understand that the 
association wrote to a number of members of this place, particularly members who represent the East and South 
Metropolitan Regions, and invited them to come to the meeting and hear its concerns about the state of its local 
train stations and its broader concerns about what was happening, or not happening, rather, with the precinct of 
Kenwick and the surrounding suburbs. In essence, I will quote from part of what the association sent — 

It has long been acknowledged of the poor state of the railway stations in our area, particularly when 
compared to train stations on the Northern Suburbs Railway line … The Maddington Train Station 
upgrade was promised by the Gallop Government to be upgraded by September 2005, but little or no 
work has been performed that would upgrade the facilities. Our Association is of the understanding that 
some train stations on the Northern Line have recently received significant funding to increase the 
number of car parking bays, yet our train stations remain in what the Premier Colin Barnett described as 
“disgusting and prehistoric” condition. 

I share the association’s concerns about the state of some of the train stations along that line. I have been talking 
about this issue regarding the state of the train stations along the eastern lines—namely, the Armadale and 
Midland lines—particularly in estimates hearings, for the past two years. Certainly, some train stations have 
been upgraded and are gorgeous, frankly; they look absolutely wonderful! However, they stand in stark contrast 
to far too many of the other train stations. These residents were particularly concerned about the Beckenham, 
Kenwick and Maddington train stations. However, their concerns are echoed by many people who live in the 
eastern suburbs and can be extended, as I mentioned, to a whole range of train stations across the area. I think it 
is significant that in the association’s call to draw attention to this issue, it made it very clear that it was not after 
special treatment; all the residents want, effectively, is to have what the other lines have.  

When I raised the issue in estimates in 2009, I got an undertaking from the then head of the Public Transport 
Authority to come with me on a trip on one of the eastern train lines to see firsthand the standard of those train 
stations. He acknowledged that the status of far too many of those train stations was really dire, but there was 
simply no money within the transport budget to prioritise those upgrades. The failure to upgrade the train 
stations does impact quite adversely on the effectiveness of our public transport system. We know that at stations 
that have not been upgraded, particularly along those eastern lines, there is a disproportionate increase in the 
levels of violence. They are generally unpleasant stations to be at, and the lack of amenity around these stations 
contributes to that quite significantly. I applaud the PTA for the really good work that it is doing with closed-
circuit television cameras. In the hub at the train station, I was fortunate enough to see for myself what the 
cameras actually do and how easily they can home in on antisocial behaviour. This is excellent, but it is 
insufficient on its own. We need to create attractive train stations so that more people will go to them. It becomes 
a self-perpetuating exercise, because if more people use the trains, it serves to mitigate a lot of the antisocial 
behaviour that occurs. When the train stations are not attractive, people do not want to take the trains, which 
means that the antisocial element gets to take over, which further means that people do not want to take the 
trains. Therefore, we really need to look quite urgently at upgrading these stations so that we can put paid to this 
cycle. 

The other issue the residents raised was what they deem to be a quite disproportionate level of funding provided 
to upgrade car parking at train stations. At the meeting they produced, angrily, three press releases that came 
from the transport minister. One press release indicated that there would be 176 new parking bays at Greenwood 
station, bringing it up to 900 bays; that there would be 950 bays at Cockburn Central; and that work had started 
on a $5.3 million upgrade at Edgewater station. What they retorted very angrily at this meeting was that, in 
comparison with those stations, Maddington, Kenwick and Beckenham combined currently have only 400 car 
park spaces. They said that is also becoming a major contributing factor to people not using the train stations. So, 
the questions that they are asking over and again are: Where is our chop out? When are we going to be able to 
get an increase in standards as well? Understandably, the people of Kenwick believe that they are being left 
behind, and they are asking why. They do not know why they are being left behind. What they are saying is: Is it 
because we are not being vocal enough? Is it because we have traditionally voted rusted-on Labor?  

Hon Helen Morton: Who is their local member? 

Hon ALISON XAMON: They want to know why the eastern suburbs are not getting their fair share.  

Several members interjected. 

Hon ALISON XAMON: The other thing is that they made it very clear that — 
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Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I know who has the floor, and that is Hon Alison Xamon.  

Hon ALISON XAMON: Thank you, Mr President.  

They made it very clear that disability upgrades are not enough. I really do appreciate the disability upgrades that 
are occurring in a number of stations—and not before time—because we absolutely need to make sure that that 
is occurring. But in the overall scheme of things, it is only a drop in the ocean compared with what is needed to 
bring our train stations up to scratch. The reality is that when looking at the overall transport budget, the 
commitment that is being demonstrated by this government to improve our public transport system is 
insufficient. I argue very strongly that I believe the problem is that we are simply prioritising the issue of roads 
over the importance of our public transport system.  

We need to invest in our public transport system to encourage people to use it. The irony is that the more people 
who use it, the less money we will need to invest in our roads. So I share the concerns that were raised by the 
ratepayers’ association. It is an issue that is very dear to my heart. It is an issue that I have raised in a series of 
estimates hearings, and I will continue to raise it. But, in the meantime, I urge the Minister for Transport to look 
at the status of the train stations that are on the eastern line, and prioritise in particular those stations that are 
attracting very high levels of antisocial behaviour and see what can be done to make these urgent upgrades to 
improve their amenity and to improve their suitability. Hopefully we will then be successful in encouraging more 
people to use the trains.  
 


